Request for Feedback: Draft Rulebook for Unified English Braille

Deadline: September 30, 2009

The Project Advisory Committee (PAC) responsible for the development of a Rulebook for Unified English Braille (UEB) is pleased to release a Draft version of key sections of the Rulebook for community feedback.  The draft Rulebook is available for download from the Australian Braille Authority's home page www.e-bility.com/roundtable/aba/ Please scroll down the page to find the link to download the document under the heading "What's New".

We invite feedback about the structure and presentation of the Rulebook, and whether the rules are clearly expressed. We are not seeking feedback about the actual substance of the rules, as this has been determined through extensive discussion, debate and consultation by the relevant subcommittees of the ICEB.

All feedback must be received by September 30 to allow time for collation of comments, discussion by the PAC, and changes to the Rulebook as appropriate.

Feedback must be sent to Christine Simpson, at cms.infoalt@bigpond.com, and should be contained in either a plain email message or a Word/RTF file.

The UEB Rulebook is being developed in Australia by the PAC, which was established by the Round Table on Information access for People with Print Disabilities Inc., with the financial support of several organisations, Including Vision Australia, Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children, Royal Society for the Blind of South Australia, Royal National Institute of Blind People, and Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind. Christine Simpson is the Editor of the Rulebook. The project has been endorsed by the International Council on English Braille (ICEB) and a representative of ICEB serves on the Project Advisory Committee.

The files in the accompanying Zip archive contain key sections of the Rulebook in Draft form, and are being made available to the community of braille users as a way of encouraging feedback and comment that will help ensure that the final form of the Rulebook is an authoritative, accessible and convenient resource for transcribers, teachers and readers of braille.

It should be noted that the Draft Rulebook is not complete at this time, and several sections are yet to be finalised or added. We expect that the final form of the Rulebook will be launched at the annual meeting of the Australian Braille Authority in June 2010.

There are 3 files in the Zip archive:

1. Draft Rulebook 090731.pdf: this is a file in PDF format and is intended solely for printing. It includes a large number of "simulated braille"

examples. This file is not intended for use by braille readers or those who use screen-reading software such as Jaws, Window-Eyes, or VoiceOver.

2. Draft Rulebook 090731 (27 lines & 30 characters).brf: This is a braille file intended for embossing or reading on a refreshable braille display. It has been formatted for 30 characters per line, 27 lines per page (A4-size paper). It is a "generic" braille format and should be  readable on any refreshable braille display.

3. Draft Rulebook 090731 (25 lines & 40 characters).brf: This is a braille file intended for embossing or reading on a refreshable braille display.  It has been formatted for 40 characters per line, 25 lines per page. It is a "generic" braille format and should be readable on any refreshable braille display.

Please note that because this is a Draft version of the Rulebook, some aspects of the final layout have not been included in the braille files.

The Files must be extracted from the Zip archive using a utility such as Winzip or one of the many free and low-cost utilities designed for this purpose and available on the Internet.

If you have any difficulties downloading or accessing the files, please contact Christine Simpson at cms.infoalt@bigpond.com.

If you have any general questions about the development of the UEB Rulebook, please contact me at bruce@brucemaguire.com.

Bruce Maguire

Chair, Australian Braille Authority

Chair, UEB Rulebook Project Advisory Committee
