
Australian Braille Authority

2004 Annual Meeting Agenda

Saturday 15th May, Commencing 10:30 am (after morning tea)

Round Table Conference

Carlton Crest Hotel, Sydney

Note: reports received have been attached to the end of these minutes.

1. Welcome

Bruce Maguire welcomed us to the meeting on behalf of the organising committee.

Bill Jolley as Chairman of the ABA opened the meeting

2. Roll Call

Bill Jolley, Chairman Jolley William and Associates (Delegate)

Josie Howse, Immediate Past Chair, NSW Dept Education and Training (Delegate)

Frances Gentle, Vice Chair, St. Edmund’s School  (Delegate)

Kathy Riessen, Secretary, Townsend School, ABA SA (Delegate)

Bruce Maguire, International Representative, Brailleways (Delegate)

Ramona Mandy, ABA Victoria (Delegate)

Christine Dinning, NT Educational Resource Centre for the Vision Impaired (Delegate)

Mike Steer, Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children (Delegate)

Leona Holloway, National Information & Library Service (Delegate)

Nancy Richardson, Queensland Braille Writing Associate (Delegate)

Diane Schwartzkoff, ACT Department of Education, Youth and Family Service (Delegate)

Marie Shang, Association Blind Citizens NSW (Delegate)

Leanne Smith, ABA Queensland (Delegate)

Nicola Stowe, ABA NSW (Delegate)

Nicole Troubout, ABA WA (Delegate)

Faye Rowbottam, Vision Impairment Service, WA (Delegate)

Sue Thompson, Blind Citizens Australia (Delegate)

Maureen Ward, Education Queensland (Delegate)

Greg Morgan, Royal New Zealand FB (Observer)

Kate Stephens, Consumer (Observer)

Brian Conway, Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children (Observer)

Gillian Gale, Royal Victorian Institute of the Blind, Renwick College (Observer)

Peter Le, National Information & Library Service (Observer)

Debra Murphy, National Information & Library Service (Observer),

Tim Evans: NILS (Observer)

Maria Wyllie, Queensland Braille Writing Associate (Observer)

Ruth Silverton, NSW Dept Education & Training (Observer)

Tom Macmahon, Education Queensland (Observer)

Chris Stephen, Point Break Press p/l (Observer)

3. Apologies

Christine Simpson, ABA Liaison Officer, Information Alternatives

4. In Memoriam 

A time of silent respect was held for the following people who have made an outstanding contribution to Braille in Australia, and who passed away in the past 12 months: Mercy Dickenson, Dulcie Magnus, Jeremy Miller

5. Adoption of Minutes of Previous Annual Meeting, April 26th 2003

Bill Jolley moved that the minutes of the previous Annual meeting as distributed, be accepted.

Seconded Josie Howse.

The minutes were adopted.

6. Business Arising from Minutes not covered elsewhere.

There was no business arising from the minutes.

7. Report from ABA Chair - Bill Jolley

The Chairman’s report was distributed with the meeting agenda.

Bill Jolley read the report in full to the meeting.

Bill Jolley moved that the report be received.

Seconded Bruce Maguire.

Carried.

8. Reports from State and Territory Subcommittees

The following reports were distributed with the meeting agenda and each subcommittee was given an opportunity to speak to the report if so desired.

· Victorian subcommittee

· Northern Territory subcommittee

· Queensland subcommittee

· New South Wales subcommittee

· South Australian subcommittee

No reports were received from ACT, Tasmania and Western Australia.

Bill Jolley moved that the reports be received.

Seconded Frances Gentle.

Carried.

9. Report: ABA Newsletter

A written report from Christine Simpson was tabled at the meeting.

A vote of thanks was expressed to Christine for the great job she has done in the publication and distribution of the newsletter.

10. Report: Music Working Group

No formal report was received for the Music Working Group.

However, Bruce Maguire reported on the formation of a Music Working Group under the leadership of Cath Dinnie.

The Music Working Group are currently looking at:

· A register of agencies and transcribers who are brailling music

· What catalogues are available of Braille music in Australia

· The standardisation of formatting and rules of Braille music in Australia, with reference to the International Braille Music Code.

To assist in the standardisation process, a questionnaire has been distributed to determine the standards which transcribers are currently using with Braille music in Australia.

11. Report: Braille Proficiency Certificate

Nine candidates sat for the Braille Proficiency Certificate in November 2003. Five of these candidates were successful and congratulations were expressed to those candidates.

Frances Gentle presented a statistical analysis on the errors made in both the 2002 and 2003 proficiency tests – for both touch readers and sighted transcribers.

12. ABA website 

The ABA now has a website which can be directly accessed at the address 

www.e-bility.com/roundtable/aba.php  or as a link from the Roundtable website www.e-bility.com/roundtable 

The website has:

· General information about the ABA

· Contact information for the ABA Executive 

· Information about State Subcommittees

· Where to obtain code documents

· Information about the Braille Proficiency test and downloadable files for the trial test

· Links for information on Unified English Braille Code

· Links to Braille Authorities in other countries

13. Election of National Executive: Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, International Representative, Liaison Officer

All elected position were declared vacant.

Josie Howse nominated Bill Jolley for the position of Chairperson of the ABA for a 2 year term. Seconded Frances Gentle. Carried.

Bill being re-elected as Chairperson means that Josie Howse continues in the position of Immediate Past Chair.

Bill Jolley nominated the following people to the other vacant positions for a 2 year term

Ramona Mandy: Vice Chairperson

Leona Holloway: Secretary

Bruce Maguire: International Representative

Christine Simpson: Liaison Officer

The nominees indicated their acceptance of the nominations. Christine Simpson had previously indicated her willingness to stand.

Other nominations were called for and as no others were received the above nominees were congratulated on their new positions.

An expression of thanks was given to the two outgoing executive members, Frances Gentle and Kathy Riessen, on their contributions to the Executive.

14. Report: ICEB General Assembly, March 2004

Bill Jolley gave a report on the International Council on English Braille (ICEB) General Assembly held in Toronto in March 2004.

Australian attendees were Bill Jolley and Josie Howse as Delegates, Leona Holloway as an observer and Carmel Jolley as guide. Bruce Maguire, our International Representative, was unable to attend due to prior commitments.

The following resolution was passed with a vote of 6-0 with UK abstaining: 

Whereas the Project Committee was charged with the creation of one Braille code for English which would expand the literary code in order to embed in it symbols for all technical materials (with the exception of music) this General Assembly resolves that:

1.1 
The International Council on English Braille acknowledges the Unified English Braille as sufficiently complete;

1.2 
Unified English Braille be recognized as an international standard for English-language Braille and 

1.3
Respecting the autonomy of ICEB members acting at the national level, this General Assembly refers the Unified English Braille Code to ICEB members for consideration and possible adoption by their national Braille authorities after due consultation with their Braille users and other stakeholders.

This clears the way for the ABA to consider whether or not Australia will adopt the UEBC as its Braille Code.

Further resolutions related to UEBC were passed unanimously. These enable work to continue to finalise the UEBC and develop UEBC-related training and reference materials. 

Other resolutions included: encouragement of developing countries to have involvement with ICEB; and enabling access by non-US citizens to Braille produced under the US copyright exemption.

The newly elected ICEB Executive are:

· President: Fred Schroeder (USA)

· Secretary: Jean Obi (Nigeria)

· Treasurer: Eileen Curran (USA)

· Past President: Darlene Bogart (Canada)

· Vice-President: Mary Schnackenberg (NZ)

· Public Relations Officer: Bill Jolley (Australia)

· Members at large: Bill Poole (UK), Reinette Popplestone (South Africa), Antonnette Botha (South Africa)

15. UEBC in other countries

At this point in the meeting it was hoped that Mary Schnackenberg from New Zealand would join us via a telephone link. Unfortunately this did not occur at this meeting due to technical difficulties. 

Note: Mary was successful in achieving a telephone connection during the Monday workshop on UEBC. A separate note on this follows these minutes.

Bill Jolley reported that Canada had already given a positive response to the possible adoption of UEBC.  New Zealand are also in a position where UEBC is seen as a viable code. USA appears divided in its opinion and UK does not appear ready to make such a major change. It was noted, however, that some of the changes which have been suggested for the new British Braille actually incorporate rules and symbols from the UEBC.

16. Future Braille Codes in Australia

Given that the ICEB General Assembly has given the green light to the UEBC being an official code, Bill Jolley moved and Josie Howse seconded the following motion:

Whereas Australia uses a hybrid system of Braille codes; and

Whereas the Australian Braille Authority, since the publication in 1999 of Braille 2000: Meeting the Challenges of a New Millennium, has recognised that the hybrid system of Braille codes is not sustainable as best practice in meeting the needs of Braille readers; and
Whereas there have been five options canvassed for future Braille codes in Australia; and

Whereas the International Council on English Braille has confirmed that Unified English Braille is sufficiently complete for recognition as an international standard for English Braille that may be considered by Braille authorities for possible adoption as their national Braille code after consultation with Braille readers and other stakeholders; and

Whereas the Braille authorities of Canada and New Zealand have signalled their desire to adopt Unified English Braille as their national Braille code following consultation and the development of implementation strategies,

This general meeting of the Australian Braille Authority, 15 May 2004 in Sydney, resolves:

(a)
That the ABA general meeting in 2005 shall consider Unified English Braille for adoption as the national Braille code for use throughout Australia; and

(b)
That the set of Braille codes approved by the Braille Authority of the United Kingdom shall henceforth be regarded as the only viable alternative to Unified English Braille as the authorised Braille code set for use throughout Australia; and

(c)
That member organisations of the Australian Braille Authority are encouraged to familiarise their transcribers, proofreaders, teachers and readers of Braille with Unified English Braille by grasping opportunities to produce and distribute documents in the new code such as magazines, articles, notices and other ephemeral material; and

(d)
That the Australian Braille Authority Executive Committee shall consult with Braille readers and other stakeholders, as a minimum by distributing information about Unified English Braille and receiving feedback; and

(e)
That the Australian Braille Authority Executive Committee shall develop a plan for the introduction of Unified English Braille in Australia, taking into account the needs of various stakeholders - especially senior secondary and tertiary students.

Discussion followed:

Kathy Riessen stated that part (b) of the motion locks us into a decision about which code we will adopt if UEBC is not adopted and she didn’t feel that this was necessary at this stage as things may change in 12 months.

Bill Jolley stated that he did not see a problem with this and he is quite comfortable with following United Kingdom’s codes if UEB is not adopted given that this is our traditional base. He also stated that our initial moving away from the British codes was our introduction of capitals and the need for a more extensive Maths Code. Both of these areas have now been rectified in the British Braille Codes.

Kathy moved an amendment to the Motion as presented by Bill that the motion stand as is with the omission of paragraph (b) to allow us time to make a decision as to which code we will follow if Australia does not choose to adopt UEBC.

Seconded Maureen Ward

A vote was taken whether or not to accept the amendment.

This was defeated.

A vote was then taken on the original motion as stated above.

Carried.

17. Maps from Princeton Braillists
The meeting was informed that a series of tactile atlases has been produced by Princeton Braillists. A sample was available for inspection by contacting Ramona Mandy. 

18.  Next Annual Meeting

The next AGM will be during the Roundtable Conference 2005: date and place to be decided.

Notes from ABA Workshop on UEBC held Monday 17th May

As part of the Round Table on Information Access for 

People with Print Disabilities Conference

Josie Howse and Bruce Maguire conducted a workshop on UEBC which consisted of reading a variety of sample texts in the UEBC and discussing the differences and similarities between the codes we currently use and UEBC.

During this workshop, Mary Schnackenberg from New Zealand was able to join us via a telephone link to present New Zealand’s views on changing their code to UEBC. Mary made the following points:

1 New Zealand had followed the codes as set out by the Braille Authority of North America since the early 60’s following the lead of a teacher who had learned Braille in the USA.

2 By following BANA’s codes, New Zealand have no control over code development

3 Training of proficient transcribers is a very time consuming and costly exercise as once a transcriber is proficient in Literary Braille it is usually a further 18 months before they have proficiency in the Nemeth (Maths) Code as this code is totally different from the literary code and has many rules to learn. This very much limits the efficiency of producing Braille. If the training costs can be greatly reduced, which should be the case with the UEBC, then there is a greater productivity in the production of braille.

4 Similar arguments can be given for the training of teachers in relevant Braille codes.

Having expressed these points, Mary gave her opinion that the UEBC is the way ahead for New Zealand.

Australian Braille Authority

Report of the Chairperson

William Jolley

wjolley@bigpond.com

May 2003 – April 2004

Overview

The Australian Braille Authority (ABA) has continued to work steadily, but limited financial and human resources have made substantial progress difficult.  ABA is the only sub-committee of the Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities Inc., and brings together people involved or interested in Braille: transcription, teaching, reading, etc.  Unified English Braille was the focus of attention this year, as discussed later in this report.

The Executive Committee moved into its second year in office, having been elected at the AGM held in 2002:

· Bill Jolley – Chair;

· Josie Howse – Immediate Past Chair;

· Frances Gentle – Deputy Chair;

· Kathy Riessen – Secretary;

· Bruce Maguire – International Representative; and

· Christine Simpson – Promotions Officer.

Leona Holloway was invited to attend meetings as an observer, pending her attendance at the ICEB General Assembly.

The committee aimed to hold monthly meetings by telephone, but there was a summer gap from November to February.  The meetings were very well attended, all members contributed strongly, and the work of the ABA benefited greatly from an enthusiastic and cohesive Executive Committee.  Committee meetings were made possible through funds allocated by the Round Table.

Mercy Dickinson

With sadness we record that Mercy Dickinson died during the Year.  Mercy was a wonderful ambassador for Braille, demonstrating through her life’s work as teacher and mentor that Braille is a prime ingredient for leadership and success among blind people.  Mercy was a pioneer as a blind teacher of sighted students, and served a term as ABA Chairperson.  As we mourned her passing we gave thanks for her generosity to others, and celebrated the outstanding achievements woven into the rich tapestry of her life.

Braille Codes

I updated my background paper (renamed “Braille Codes in Australia”) first presented to the Round Table conference in April 2003, and made a presentation on the RPH national print radio network.  The paper successfully underpinned discussion about the Braille codes to be used in Australia.  The paper summarised much of the thinking of the ABA Executive, without taking a formal position, that we must explore options about the Braille codes to be used in Australia because the status quo is unsustainable.

Braille Formatting

Last year I reported that the Executive had started work to revise the ABA Formatting Guidelines.  It was a major body of work led by Kathy Riessen that included an excellent workshop held during the 2003 round Table annual conference.  The work continued during 2003 but lost its momentum towards the end of the year as other priorities emerged.  This is an important body of work which we intend to revive and hope to complete in line with the best practice formatting guidelines being developed under the auspices of ICEB.

Braille Music Sub-Committee

During 2003 the Executive decided to establish a Braille music sub-committee.  The committee’s twofold purpose was: gather information about what Braille music is being produced in Australia and by whom; and consider the need for a formatting addendum to the Braille music code that would reflect best practice in Australia.  Both the United States and the United Kingdom have supplements to the Braille code that address issues such as formatting.  The sub-committee has been led by Cath Dinnie, and has made good progress under difficult circumstances.  The unwillingness by some experienced practitioners in the Braille music field to share information, and their denial that the ABA’s legitimate mandate includes Braille music, was disappointing and regrettable.  We have no desire to duplicate effort nor to change the internationally recognised Braille music code, and we are communicating with colleagues in the United Kingdom and the United States to share resources, so we hope that a spirit of co-operation and respect will soon prevail.

Braille Proficiency Test

Examinations were held during the third term of 2003 for Braille Proficiency certification.  There were nine candidates who sat the test, of whom five were successful.  This makes a total of 44 persons certified in Braille proficiency by the ABA since the first examination was held in 1992.  We congratulate the successful candidates and hope that they enjoy the rewards of their hard work.  I wish to thank Josie Howse, Frances Gentle and Bruce Maguire who worked hard to set the questions, oversee the administrative arrangements, and mark the papers.  The date for the next Braille Proficiency test has not been set.

ABA Newsletter

This year we published two editions of the ABA newsletter.  Each newsletter contained news and information, as well as feature articles.  My sincere thanks to Christine Simpson who has compiled and edited the ABA newsletter.  We do not receive much feedback on the newsletter, and there have been very few willing contributors.  We endeavour to distribute the ABA newsletter widely, and we trust that it is meeting the requirements of the community of transcribers, teachers and readers throughout Australia.

State Branches

The ABA has eight state and territory branches.  Whilst some of them have continued to work steadily and effectively this year, others have struggled.  We hope to improve communication between the ABA Executive Committee and our Branches.

Highlights in Victoria, South Australia and New South Wales were the open forums to discuss the future of Braille codes in Australia.  The three forums were well attended by producers, teachers and readers, and the lively discussion helped to inform the Australian delegation prior to its participation in the ICEB General Assembly.

Highlights in New South Wales and Queensland were the Braille essay contests.  Using Braille as a literacy medium for creative expression is beneficial, enabling young people to participate in a Braille-related activity which is fun.

ABA Webpage

We can finally report good progress on the ABA webpage this year.  It is accessible via a link from the Round Table website at http://www.e-bility.com/roundtable/aba.php.  The webpage will always be ‘under construction’, as new documents and lists are added, but already it includes: information about the ABA’s structure and terms of reference, archived newsletters, links to other Braille authorities and details of the Unified English Braille Code project.

Ozbrl Discussion Group

The Ozbrl discussion group has been well patronized again this year.  With more than 100 subscribers it is a good vehicle for disseminating information, and a good platform for information sharing and discussion.  My thanks to Bruce Maguire who has continued to carry out the tasks associated with Ozbrl administration.

ICEB General Assembly

The Third General Assembly of the International Council on English Braille (ICEB) was held in Toronto during 29 March to 2 April 2004.  It was generously hosted by the Canadian National Institute for the Blind and the Canadian Braille Authority.  The main topic of discussion at the General Assembly was the report of the Unified English Braille Code project, and all of the five papers presented at the General Assembly were relevant to UEBC to a greater or lesser extent.

The Australian delegation was: Bill Jolley and Josie Howse (delegates), Leona Holloway (observer) and Carmel Jolley (guide).  We wish to thank the Round Table, National Information and Library Service, the NSW Department of Education and Training, and other agencies which funded the delegation.  Bill Jolley was re-elected to the ICEB Executive Committee, and will serve as Public Relations Officer for the next four years.  It was disappointing that Bruce Maguire, due to personal commitments, was unable to attend the General Assembly; especially since he has made such a strong contribution to Braille discussions and developments in Australia.

Unified English Braille

The ICEB has been considering Unified English Braille for over ten years – first as a research project, second as a development project, and finally as a new age of uniformity across the English-speaking world.  Having received the report of the UEBC project committee and its five sub-committees the General Assembly resolved to acknowledge Unified English Braille as sufficiently complete for recognition as an international standard that could be considered by national Braille authorities for possible adoption as their national Braille code.  This was a timidly worded resolution aiming to maximise the ‘yes’ vote when the crunch time came.  The resolution was carried without dissent, with six votes in favour and the United Kingdom choosing to abstain.

Although Unified English Braille was given the green light, the ICEB recognised that some work remains in finalizing the code; so it formed a new overarching committee led by Darleen Bogart from Canada.  Bruce Maguire is Australia’s representative on this committee which has the initial tasks of: finalizing agreement on permissible contractions, determining the interface with foreign language codes and finalizing some of the rules.  In particular, whilst the General Assembly was satisfied with the mathematics rule, it recognised that more elaboration was needed to make the rule more intuitive and easy to understand.

Australia supported the recognition of Unified English Braille as an international standard for English-language Braille. At the ABA Executive we have discussed the outcomes of the General Assembly and their implications for Australia.  We believe that the present hybrid system of Braille codes is unsustainable.  We believe that the ABA AGM in 2005 should decide upon the proposition that Unified English Braille be adopted as the national code for Braille in Australia.  The priority for the ABA during the coming year will be: to ensure that due consultation and information dissemination takes place; to think through the ramifications for student and adult readers, teachers and transcribers of changing the Braille codes we use; and to monitor developments in other countries that might affect our decision in Australia.

Appreciation

I wish to thank members of the ABA Executive Committee for their efforts throughout the year.  The Executive has been a good group to work with: everyone is knowledgeable and committed, and all members have made significant contributions to the committee’s work.  I also acknowledge the contributions made by the leaders of ABA state and territory branches.  Together we are a diverse family of people all working to improve the situation of Braille readers in Australia.

Conclusion

It has been another steady year for the Australian Braille Authority.  Work has continued on a variety of areas, and some good progress has been made.  This is a critical time for Braille in Australia as we consider the most significant decision ever collectively made about Braille in Australia.

I wish to conclude this report in the same manner as I did last year.  Braille is the key to literacy for blind people, it enables us to read and to write.  It is supported by computer technology, not supplanted by it.  Braille is a link with living language, and therefore Braille codes must be adaptable as language changes, and as print conventions change.  We have a big challenge before us, to determine the most appropriate Braille codes to be used in Australia for the next several decades, since we are approaching a time when change is needed.  Let us work together and hear diverse and minority opinion, as well as conventional and mainstream views; let us have the courage to propose change, where we think it is required; and let us have the wisdom to approach change carefully, so that in the future we will have no regrets.

STATE REPORTS

VICTORIAN SUBCOMMITTEE

Introduction

The ABA Victorian Subcommittee has met four times since the last ABA AGM.  We continue to only get an average of 9 to 10 attendees, but we have recently welcomed some newcomers to the meetings.  It is particularly nice to have them join us as they are braille users, a group for which the committee is hoping to have greater representation.

Over the year, Leona Holloway as secretary, and I as Convenor, have worked well together to keep the meetings running and members informed.  I would like to thank Nadine Riches and Maria Elford for willingly acting as Convenor in my absence at two meetings.

As outlined below, we continued to follow a format of information exchange and update.  The committee has stayed in close liaison with other committees and we have heard from a number of interesting guest speakers.  We once again had the pleasure and task of conducting a large event which was very successful. There have been a few moments of celebration and sadness.  Finally, we have made some administrative changes and undergone a change in office bearers.

Information Exchange

Through attendance at meetings and/or reading the Subcommittee minutes, members are kept well informed of braille related events at a local, national and international level.  Items are contributed by many members and, if necessary, issues are followed up and reported on at subsequent meetings.

Topics frequently announced and discussed include:

News from the ABF, as well as posts from the ozbrl and vip-l listserves;

News from interstate ABA subcommittee minutes and ABA Executive meetings;

The ABA and Round Table newsletters;

Upcoming conferences such as the Round Table conference and the SPEVI conference;

Braille book and web site launches;

Senate enquiries and other governmental initiatives or decisions;

Local blindness agencies activities;

Availability of brailled reports, community info, etc; and

Overseas initiatives of interest.

Nicole Theissen from the New South Wales Tactual and Bold Print Mapping Committee (TABMAP) contacted the ABA Victorian subcommittee to encourage Victorian participation/exchange of ideas between ABA and TABMAP.  Through reading their minutes, we learnt of some interesting things that they are involved with such as the production of braille and tactile diaries and the existence of some websites for further information on tactile graphics production.  We also felt that we could assist TABMAP with promotions and exchange of map samples, for example.  Consequently, TABMAP has become a regular agenda item for our meetings, with Leona Holloway serving as a liaison between the two groups.  

Guest Speakers

In March last year, we heard from guest speakers from two different industries.  The first guest was Sam Maglito from Ingersol Rand, a company that has been manufacturing signage for the past 20 years. They have experienced a marked increase in the demand for Braille on engraved signs over the past 1-2 years. Their signs are made from a lightweight laminated vinyl and feature a universal symbol, large print and braille. The braille is uncontracted as per building specifications. Sam sought feedback from ABA members on braille and the quality of the signs because the company found that the building specifications do not contain enough information about the braille itself. 

Our second presentation for the night was from Trevor Boyd from Quantum Technology and Carol McGowan, a user of some of Quantum Technology's equipment. 

Carol McGowan spoke about and demonstrated the Braille Lite Millennium, a Personal Data Assistant, which she uses.  Trevor then spoke about the PacMate, another PDA from Freedom Scientific which was about to be released in Australia.  He also discussed Monty, a braille translation software package from Quantum.

Our guest speaker for June was Louise Curtin, who spoke about the Feelix project, a braille and tactile story kit lending library for very young vision impaired children.  Sponsored by Tattersals, this project was established as a memorial to Helen Smith, head of the Early Childhood Development Unit at RVIB.  It commenced in February 2002 and has grown rapidly in size and popularity.  The purpose is not to teach braille but rather to encourage tactual interest. 

In September we heard from Emilie Butcher reporting on her week spent in East Timor with Frances Gentle and Nigel Herring as part of a Braille Literacy Project. The primary focus was a train-the-trainer program, concentrating on braille writing with slate-stylus and the Perkins. They also looked at sighted guide techniques, use of a cane, and low vision aides, as a lot of good equipment had been supplied by Timor Aid. The recipients of the 5 day training program were the Director and teachers of Taibessi School for the Disabled and a staff member of Catalosa, an organisation providing counselling services to people with disabilities and their families. This project has been a great step forward as there previously was no braille or education for vision impaired children in East Timor. 

The guest speaker for the December meeting was Nadia Mattiazzo, who spoke about issues around Braille on cardboard, showing samples of various pharmaceutical and personal care products  whose boxes had been brailled with varying degrees of quality and information.  She also updated us on work being done in the area of development of braille and Tactile signage standards.

Our last meeting, in March this year, made telephone hook up with Bryce Tolliday in Brisbane to talk to us about his work in the area of braille signage and his work as an Access Consultant.  He informed us of an organisation called Accessible Environments who are lobbying to improve the accessibility of new buildings, and he described some of the developments around the draft standards of access to premises.

Future of Braille Codes in Australia Forum

Following the lead of the ABA NSW Subcommittee, we held a special meeting on 7 February this year to discuss the current status of the Unified English Braille Code (UEBC) Project, and to share ideas about future directions for braille code usage and development in Australia.  It was felt that the forum would be valuable in giving guidance to the Australian delegation attending the ICEB third general assembly in March of this year.

We were keen for this forum to be an inclusive consultation process involving many braille readers, proof readers, transcribers and teachers. Important decisions about braille codes to be used in Australia must be made and therefore we advertised widely in order to maximise attendance.  Pleasingly, roughly 40 people attended and there was a good representation of each of the stakeholder groups. 

The format for the day was a combination of presentations and discussion.  Bill Jolley gave a background talk on UEBC and its developments over the last couple of years, and a summary of key points outlined in his paper “Braille Codes at the Crossroads”. 

Four guest speakers from different backgrounds then addressed the topic of “Are Australian codes meeting Australia's needs?”  Gillian Gale spoke from the perspective of an educator, Allen Egerton spoke about the experiences of braille producers, Louise Pearson represented recreational braille readers and Jason White gave a student's perspective. 

The second half of the forum   was set aside for open discussion and produced healthy debate around issues of code usage and clear indications for the desire for more braille and consistent available braille training tools.

Congratulations and Condolences

We were pleased to hear that a couple of our members successfully undertook last years ABA Braille Proficiency exam.  On a sadder note, we were saddened to hear of the passing of Heather Bedson, a very dedicated participant at ABA meetings.

Subcommittee Rules of Operation

We recently redrafted and adopted a new set of Rules of Operation (formerly known as Terms of Reference).  The Rules of Operation expand on the former Terms of Reference and align more closely with the Rules of Operation as used by the NSW Subcommittee and those used by the ABA as a subcommittee of Round Table.

Elections

In our most recent meeting, elections were held for Convenor, Secretary and National Representative.  Nadine Riches, Leona Holloway and Ramona Mandy were elected to these roles, respectively.

Conclusion

The opportunities and challenges offered to ABA Victoria in the past year were met with enthusiasm and reward.  We've had a productive, informative and enjoyable year.  The coming year promises to be interesting and we hope for continued and growing involvement amongst braille users, teachers and producers.

Ramona Mandy

Convenor

Australian Braille Authority

Victorian Subcommittee

9 April 2004 

NORTHERN TERRITORY SUBCOMMITTEE

Report written by Christine Dinning, Convenor

The previous twelve months have involved staff changes, community development and professional development.

Di Schwartzkoff, Education Officer for Vision, left NTERCVI at the end of the year for an extended period of leave. Her contribution to the Northern Territory Sub-Committee of the ABA was appreciated and acknowledged by NTERCVI staff.

Christine Dinning has agreed to be our new temporary convenor. 

The current allocation of staff includes two transcribers, two Advisory Teachers and one Education Officer.

A Vision Loss Support group has been established in the community and is the only advocacy group for blind and vision impaired people in the Northern Territory.

The Northern Territory Sub-Committee congratulated Elaine Goostrey for passing the ABA Braille Proficiency Certificate. 

Lee Kumatat and Peter Cracknell from Quantum Technology organised a display of current technology at the AASE (Australian Association of Special Education) conference in Darwin. They also presented an afternoon session at NTERCVI to provide professional development to staff on the Mountbatten and demonstrated the use of various pieces of technology to members of the community.

William Jolley's paper "Braille Codes at the Cross Roads" stimulated much discussion at NTERCVI. All staff are eagerly following developments on the ozbrl.

NTERCVI staff are familiarising themselves with the ABA Braille Formatting Guidelines and will participate in classes on braille maths from the beginning of Term 2, 2004. 

The Department of Employment Education and Training through Student Services Branch has approved and will provide support for attendance at the Round Table in 2004. Christine Dinning, A/Education Officer for Vision will be the attending representative.

The Department of Employment Education and Training through NTERCVI maintains production of quality resources for students across the Northern Territory. All resources are allocated on the basis of need and student enrolment. Presently, there is an emphasis on Early Childhood materials. Support at Science Fairs, to the community on request and in-class demonstrations of braille in schools across the Territory continues.

Christine Dinning

A/Education Officer for Vision

NT Educational Resource Centre for the Vision Impaired

April 2004

QUEENSLAND BRANCH REPORT
The Pupil Free Day on 14 July, 2003 saw ABA Qld Branch combine with SPEVI Qld to run a Braille Editing and Formatting Workshop for both teachers and transcribers.  Over 70 participants attended the day, which proved to be very worthwhile for all.  The day included segments on:  

1 Editing

2 Braille Music

3 Web pages and email addresses

4 Formatting - general issues, specialised formats, exam issues and 

5 Duxbury. 

Again, the Tactual Mapping Committee has been very busy, with the Townsville CBD, Queen Street Mall (Brisbane), Maryborough and Ipswich maps completed and maps underway for Southbank, Cairns, Mackay, Rockhampton and Roma Street Parklands.  

The 2003 Braille Reading and Writing Competition was again a great success, with 33 entrants.  Each student participating received a Braille Book as a keepsake and lollies to keep them going on the day!  In the competitive sections, small monetary prizes were given out to place getters.  No places are awarded in the “Special” section due to the huge variation in the age and ability of readers.  Each child entering this category was given recognition and individual comments.  We adopted some young adults who themselves are avid Braille readers and users as guest judges and this also proved very successful and worthwhile.  Once again, it was a very social day, with many students lunching at McDonalds afterwards.  

ABA Qld members are working on a memorial to Mercy Dickinson, who sadly passed away last year.  Mercy continued to teach at Braille House, attend meetings etc until her illness in the middle of last year.  Mercy was a founding member of SPEVI and an icon in the field of services to people who are vision impaired in Queensland.  As a person she was inspirational.  Many of Mercy’s books and personal effects have been donated to Braille House and will be available for others to use.  We hope to incorporate her great love of poetry into a memorial but the exact nature of this is yet to be finalized.  

Report compiled by Leanne Smith (Chairperson) and Maureen Ward (Secretary)

NSW Subcommittee of the Australian Braille Authority

Report written by Frances Gentle, Convenor.

The NSW Subcommittee has had an excellent year of meetings, with good attendance levels. It has been an interesting year, with national and international focus on developments in the Unified English Braille Code and the future of Australian braille codes. Presentations at NSW Subcommittee meetings have been of a high standard, and I wish to thank those who gave up their evenings to be presenters.  Meetings during the year addressed the following topics:

March 2003: Employment issues for people with vision impairment. Bruce Maguire, Brailleways, and Robert Henry, Employment Services, Royal Blind Society NSW, addressed the area of employment for people with vision impairment. Bruce and Robert discussed the strategies for supporting employment success, and the challenges and pitfalls facing people who are blind in setting up a small business.

June 2003: Braille and XML. Kachina Allen of National Information Library Service outlined the benefits of XML to producers and consumers of braille and other accessible formats. It is noted that Kachina’s contributions to the field of braille will be missed, given her departure from NILS.

October 2003: Status of UEBC project. This special meeting focused on the status of the Unified English Braille Code (UEBC) and the implications for future braille codes for Australia. This meeting was one of a number that took place around Australia, and provided members of the Australian Braille Authority with the opportunity to give input into the decisions made by the Australian delegates at the 2004 meeting of the General Assembly of the International Council on English Braille (ICEB). 

November 2003: Braille Competition. Attendance at the final meeting for 2003 was extended to the 2003 NSW Braille Competition entrants, their families, itinerant teachers and school staff. The guest speaker for the evening was James Valentine, radio broadcaster with 702 ABC Sydney, and author of the young adult book series, JumpMan. Diana Braun’s collection of grade 1 braille recipes for adult learners was also launched at the meeting.
Members of the NSW Subcommittee have been involved in a number of national and international activities, including the setting, marking and analysis of the 2003 Test of Proficiency in English Literary Braille; preparation and attendance at the ICEB General Assembly in Toronto Canada in 2004; preparation for the May 2004 Round Table Conference in Sydney; contributions to the ABA National newsletter; and braille literacy projects in East Timor and Papua New Guinea. Given the voluntary nature of all these activities, the work of these individuals is greatly appreciated and their contributions to the field of braille acknowledged.

The NSW Subcommittee meetings have continued to be held at Ryde Eastwood Leagues Club.  The Club’s ongoing support through the provision of the meeting space was acknowledged at the November 2003 meeting through the presentation of a certificate of appreciation and braille copies of Club menus to the Club’s general manager.

There have been many active contributors to the success of the NSW Subcommittee during 2003. In particular, I would like to thank the members of the Braille Competition Planning Committee; the donors of braille competition prizes; assistants in the production of Diana Braun’s recipe book and Leagues Club menus; and the presenters of perspective papers at the UEBC project forum. I would also like to acknowledge the work of Nicola Stowe as Secretary and Treasurer. It has been a pleasure working with Nicola, and I am pleased to say that she will continue in her role for another two years.

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN SUB-COMMITTEE

Written by Kathy Riessen – convenor

The South Australian subcommittee has been fairly dormant the past few years. However given that there are decisions to be made in the near future regarding Braille codes as used in Australia, it is now important to come out of hibernation and become active again.

To this end, a very successful meeting and forum was held in March to discuss the future of Braille Codes in Australia. The meeting was well attended with strong representation from South Australia’s young Braille reading adults as well as our transcribers and teachers.

Follow up meetings have been arranged and those attending the forum are eager to examine example materials of any proposed changes. 

These meetings will also give the opportunity for ABA in South Australia to look at its structure, as well as plan other events to enable the promotion of Braille.

ABA Newsletter 

Report for ABA Annual Meeting

May 15 2004

Since the 2003 ABA AGM two more National newsletters have been produced and circulated electronically.  The first being in July 2003 and the latter being dated May 2004.

The newsletters have provided a diverse range of  articles and information sourced both locally and from overseas.  

I thank those who have contributed articles etc and hope they will continue to do so in the future.

However, despite requests for contributions via the Newsletter and via OzBrl list serve, they were in the main received from the same few contributors.  I would like to take this opportunity to again encourage you, our delegates and members from around the country, to think about what you do, and if you are able to share any of your knowledge, ideas or experiences with others of us around Australia working in similar situations.  

My thanks to Nicola Stowe for her assistance in doing the Braille formatting of our newsletter and to all those who printed off copies and circulated them to those readers who do not have convenient email access.   

I have enjoyed the challenge over the past two years of producing our National Newsletter and thank you, the delegates who elected me to the Executive for the opportunity to do so.

Christine Simpson

ABA Newsletter Co-Ordinator.   

May 12 2004


